
Parliamentary Procedures – The Legislative Flowchart 
 
 Main Motion 

Second 
(not needed if co-authored) 

Possible call for Unanimous Consent 
(If no objection, motion passes.  

Objection – move into pro/con debate) 

Pro Debate 
(author has first rights) 

Con Debate 
 

Amendment 
• chair may recognize 
after pro/con debate 

Pro 
Debate 

Con 
Debate 

 

Possible call for Unanimous Consent 

Motion to Delay or Table 
• not debatable  • majority vote 

Previous Question 
(ends debate) 

• requires a second 
• not debatable       • 2/3 vote 

Fails 
• return to 

pro/con debate 

Passes 
• vote on the 
main motion 

Fails 
• return to 

pro/con debate 

Passes 
• move on to next item of business 

The chair can move into a vote if there 
is no pro/con debate, if previous 
question passes, or if orders of the day 
are called (past the time limit approved 
in the agenda.) 

Previous 
Question 

 

Motion to Delay or Table 

Amendment 

Fails Fails 

Passes 

Passes 
• vote on the 
amendment 

Pro/Con 
Debate  

on motion with 
amendment 

Second 

Second 

Pro 
Debate 

Con 
Debate 

 

Possible call for Unanimous Consent 

Previous 
Question 

 

Motion to Delay or Table 

Fails 
Fails 

Passes 

Passes 
• vote on the 
amendment 

Pro/Con 
Debate  

on motion with 
amendment 

Can only have two amendments on the table at a time - 

Vote 

Passes - pro/con debate with the amendment 
Fails – pro/con debate without the amendment 

Vote 

Passes - pro/con debate with the amendment 
Fails – pro/con debate without the amendment 

VOTE 
Pass / Fail 

KCrawford 


