
The WHYS of Student Council 
 

In small groups, take 15 minutes to read through and discuss these 
“WHYS” of student council.  By crossing through blocks, cut the list 
in half. 
 
Take another 10 minutes to cut the list in half again:  40 to 20 to 10.  
Now is the hard part, cut the list in half one more time to display the 
top five reasons for student council.   
 

Now team up with another group and discuss the top five “whys” from each group and 
come to a consensus on a combined top five list.  
 
Continue pairing up with other groups until the large 
group has their top five “whys” of student council. 
 
 
 
Advisors and Administrators may wish to add additional WHYS – maybe start with 50 
WHYS and work your way down to the top five.  Remember, student council is a 
STUDENT organization and it is the student voice/opinion that is the most important.  
Students need to “own” the organization if order for it to be productive. 
 
See next page for list 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Credit: Tom Heethuis, Michigan Association of Student Councils (MASC), first shared this 
at a NA4SA conference.  Thanks so much! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




