Mark Li

Campaign Instagram: @markli4statesmob

EDUCATION

River Hill High School, Clarksville, MD (GPA: 4.0/4.0) Expected Graduation: 2027

SCHOOL EXTRACURRICULARS
o  Witness Director/Lawyer — Mock Trial; Captain of Education — Economics Team; Founder/President — Asian Student Union; Junior President —
Young Democrats; Service Credit Coordinator — National English Honor Society

HONORS
e Governor’s Citation
o Points of Light National Daily Point of Light
e U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen Citation

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE

Maryland Youth Advisory Council to Governor Wes Moore, Chairman of Community Initiatives Jul. 2025—Present

e Appointed by Maryland Senate President Bill Ferguson to represent ~1.4 million Maryland statewide.
e Spearhead state action on systemic poverty, homelessness, food insecurity, mental-health equity, and education.
e Provide input on policies impacting youth and work with state legislators.

MSDE Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council, Student Representative Nov. 2025—Present
e Spearhead student input with Maryland State Superintendent on issues regarding student voice, school experience, and school safety.

Maryland Center for School Safety, Student Advocate for School Safety Feb. 2025—Present
e Provide input for the Maryland Center for School Safety (MCSS) to ensure safer school environments for students across Maryland.

MSDE AAPI Policy Workgroup, Student Representative Mar. 2025—Present

o Advise MSDE Social Studies SFVC on inclusive public school curricula; spearheading community-service projects for Asian American and Pacific Islander students.
o Conduct research contributing to reform to amplify education equity and transparency.

Howard County Human Rights Commission, Student Member of the Board Oct. 2025—Present
e Appointed by County Executive Calvin Ball to represent ~58,000 Howard County students.
o Advise Howard County Council and County Executive’s Office on equity policy and initiatives; conduct bimonthly hate bias incident reports in Howard County.
National Youth Leadership Council, National Councilmember Nov. 2024—Present

o | of 14 youth nationwide directing service-learning curricula in public schools across the country.
o Host and organize national summits; present workshops, and advance youth leadership through service-oriented initiatives.

AAPI Youth Ambassadors Program, Executive Director Jun. 2021—Present
e Maryland youth-focused civic nonprofit, advancing environmental stewardship and policy advocacy.
e Advocate for Asian American curriculum inclusion in Maryland public schools

Howard County Association of Student Councils, Legislative Af airs Vice Chair Jun. 2025—Present
e Develop and implement opportunities for students to engage in policymaking and advocacy within Howard County and Maryland.

PBS News Student Reporting Labs, National Advisory Member Oct. 2025—Present
o Shape PBS News’ national youth-media agenda on youth civic journalism.
® Report on critical local news, community stories, and issues pertaining to the youth community in Maryland.

American Youth Association, D.C. Policy Director Dec. 2024—Present

e Draft policy proposals, and lobby/engage with local, state, and national policymakers to drive legislative change within Washington, D.C. and the DMV with youth.
e Advocate for youth-friendly bills on Capitol Hill, identifying critical areas of legislation disproportionately impacting marginalized youth.

Beyond the Hyphen Podcast, Founder/Host Feb. 2025—Present

o Host of 100k+ streams youth civic identity-driven political podcast; bridging national and community leaders with underrepresented student demographics.
o Guests have included U.S. Congressman John Sarbanes, Maryland Secretary of State Susan C. Lee, Stop AAPI Hate CEO Manjusha Kulkarni, Howard County
Executive Calvin Ball, Maryland House Leader David Moon, and more.

ADDITIONAL LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE
e Angela Alsobrooks. For U.S. Senate, Campus Leader
o Clarence Lam For U.S. House of Representatives, Campus Leader
o HCPSS Calendar Committee, Student Representative
o HCPSS BOE Policy 1040 Review Committee, Student Representative
e Maryland High School Democrats, Political Director



To my dear fellow Maryland students,
Greetings! My name is Mark Li, [ am a junior at River Hill High School—I"m really glad that you’re here.

There is a moment a lot of us know too well. You’re sitting in class or eating lunch, and you can’t shake the
feeling that a policy in our education feels bigger than you. You shouldn’t feel that way. None of us should.
The policies that affect our daily lives too often feel like an insurmountable wall. Too tall to climb. Too wide to
go around. And no one ever tells you how you’re supposed to get through it.

I’ve felt that wall on my shoulders too. Through my student voice and inclusive policy advocacy work across
the state, I’ve seen it in public and private schools alike. In students who want more rigorous classes but don’t
have access. In students who miss school because transportation is unreliable. In students who are struggling
with mental health and don’t know where to turn. In students who feel invisible in buildings that are supposed
to serve them yet are overrun by inaccessibility and rigidness.

That wall is why I’m running to be your next Student Member of the Maryland State Board of Education.

I’m not running to pretend the wall doesn’t exist. I’'m running because I believe we don’t get over it by
climbing alone. We get through it by carving a door, and then holding it open for each other.

My campaign is rooted in the lived experiences of Maryland students. I’ve seen how opportunity can depend
on your zip code, your background, and your resources. Through my work fighting youth poverty, education
access gaps, and financial barriers facing low-income students, I’ve learned that we deserve better, and that
we move forward best when we move together.

My passion also comes from something I don’t think we focus on enough: our immense diversity. Maryland is
one of the most diverse states in the country. Our schools are full of different cultures, languages, identities,
talents, and stories. That diversity is not a challenge to manage. It’s a strength to build on, and I couldn’t be
more proud to be a part of this diverse body of students.

My advocacy work in my county and across the state has always been about making sure student voices are
present and taken seriously when decisions are made. I wholeheartedly believe that real change only happens
when students are treated as equal partners.

My priorities are centered on accessibility, counseling and mental health, equity and resources, student
voice, school climate and safety, and the transportation students need to succeed. I want to help build a
system where every student has access to meaningful learning no matter where they live.

With your trust, I will be a SMOB who listens first. Who shows up. Who speaks up. Who keeps students
informed. And who never forgets who this seat belongs to—all of you.

I’m running because I believe every student deserves a door, not a wall. And I would be honored to hold that
door open for you. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me and/or my team @marklidstatesmob on Instagram.

Yours truly,
Mark Li



