Dr. Susan Nash Travetto Friend of MASC Award

https://forms.gle/EJID67yBoHH8W6iq7

The MASC leadership team will nominate and choose this award recipient.
It is given to someone who has contributed to the success and growth of the
organization and its leadership team during any given year.

Deadline: 5:00 p.m., the day before the February Executive Board Meeting

History of the Recipients of the Susan Nash Travetto Friend of MASC Award

1997-98 Sue Barnes Hannahs, Reg.Advisor, Anne Arundel County MASC Executive Director
1998-99 Tom Saunders, Howard County 1988 — 1997
1999-20 Maureen Harris, Howard County

2000-01 Wayne Perry, Regional Advisor, Harford County

2001-02 Marcy Leonard, Principal and MLW, Howard County

2002-03 Karen Crawford, Regional Advisor, Montgomery County

2003-04 Ron Dhindsa, MLW President

2004-05 Kimberly O ’Kane, Washington County

2005-06 Wayne Perry, Regional Advisor & Volunteer MASC Registrar, Harford County
2006-07 Katie Brophy, Regional Advisor, Anne Arundel County

2007-08 Ron Dhindsa, MLW President

2008-09 Christine Marchand, The Arc of Maryland

2009-10 Devita Bishudat, Executive Director, MLW

2010-11 Barb Fuller, Regional Advisor, Baltimore County

2011-12 Jeff Rogge, Chesapeake Bay Foundation

2012-13 Nora Murray, Regional Advisor, Carroll County

2013-14 Kristin Mitchell, River Hill High School, Howard County

2014-15 Richard Moody, Reg. Advisor, Prince George s County

2016-17 Vanessa Diggs, Director -Youth Dev. Branch, MSDE

2017-18 Andrew Boone, MASC alumnus, CEO-MD Print House

2018-19 Karen Perry, “assistant” registrar since 2004, MASC

2019-20 Olivia Keithley, former MASC Executive Director, MLW

2020-21 Maryland Center for School Safety, ExDir Kate Hession

2021-22 David Brame, Dynamx Digital

2022-23 Sean Bailey, immediate past Regional Advisor, Baltimore City

2023-24 Addie Kaufman, MASSP Executive Director

2024-25 Desira Kelly, Plum Point Middle School, Calvert County

2025-26 Jeremy Brown, Regional Advisor, Frederick (President MASC Board of Directors (2025-present)
2026-27

Who is Dr. Susan Nash Travetto:

Susan Nash Travetto began her teaching career as a K-12 Physical Education teacher in Viola, Wisconsin.
After serving as a guidance counselor and administrator in Calvert County, she became a Specialist in
Research and Development at the Maryland State Department of Education and then took the position of


https://forms.gle/EJfD67yBoHH8W6iq7

Student Affairs Specialist. It was in this role that she became the Executive Director of the Maryland
Association of Student Councils. Dr. Travetto served more than nine years as the Executive Director and has
the distinction of being the longest-serving Executive Director in the history of MASC. Dr. Travetto concluded
her 49 years in education as the Coordinator of Teacher Professional Development in the Education
Department at McDaniel College. She enjoyed coordinating the field placement office, where she provided
leadership and support for all school-based internships, including student teaching.

Dr. Travetto's philosophy of teaching and leadership is very simple, unoriginal, but inspirational. "No one
cares how much you know until they know how much you care." She believes that being a successful leader in
any capacity involves attending to relationships. In response, Dr. Travetto carried out her tenure at MASC
with the theme that leadership is about finding each individual's strengths and fitting that strength into the
mosaic of the organization. This ultimately helped MASC to develop into the solid and strong organization that
it has become.

In her own words, Dr. Travetto describes her MASC experience: “While I was with MASC, I had the
opportunity to work with extraordinary student leaders who sincerely understood that leadership wasn't about
being in the spotlight. I will never forget the honor and privilege of serving MASC and working with the most
unforgettable student leaders this state has ever known. I learned from them every day, and they helped me to
achieve my life goals.” She credits her MASC experience for her current political activism.

Dr. Travetto would also like to send a personal message to the MASC student leaders: “Take your positions of
leadership very seriously. You have been given a very special opportunity to do important work in your schools

2

and communities. Never take that for granted because we are all counting on you.

Dr. Travetto inspired many advisors to champion students and fellow advisors. She set the tone and modeled
how advisors should help others by lifting them up and helping them to succeed. Her willingness to do
whatever was necessary for the success of the organization as well as the people involved is what set her apart
from others. Many advisors aspire to her standard of excellence, which is what inspired MASC to name this
award: The Susan Nash Travetto Friend of MASC Award.



